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The Place of EIDR in the Standards Landscape 
 
EIDR Overview 
The Entertainment Identifier Registry comprises a global B2B registry for unique identification of 

movie and TV content.  EIDR was designed from the ground up to be interoperable with a range of 

standards and public or proprietary ID’s.  It provides an efficient bridge across a wide variety of 

environments and content supply chains, and is relevant to both the commercial sector (UltraViolet, 

cable video on demand, TV Everywhere, retail digital media) and the public sector (film and TV 

archives, scholarly research, and digital cultural patrimony projects.)  

  

ISO/DOI 

EIDR is based on the Digital Object Identifier (DOI), ISO standard (ISO 26324). The DOI syntax is 

also an ANSI/NISO standard.  Many industries use the DOI standard and infrastructure to create 

persistent, resolvable, interoperable identifiers; examples include CrossRef for scholarly publishing 

and DataCite for scientific datasets.  ISBN numbers for books can also be represented in the DOI 

infrastructure.  

 

EIDR and AlternateIDs 

In order to promote interoperability of EIDR with a wide variety of systems, EIDR includes an 

“AlternateID” field to cross-reference existing IDs systems.  AlternateIDs may include, for example, 

CRID (RFC 4078), ISAN, ISRC, SMPTE-UMID, UPC, URI, as well as private or commercial ID 

systems such as Ad-ID, Baseline, IMdB, Muze, etc.  

 

Mapping from Other Identifiers to EIDR 

Other existing IDs can be directly mapped into EIDR.  EIDR has published a document that lists all of 

the supported Alternate ID types, as well as suggested mappings from existing IDs to EIDR, called 

EIDR Registrations from Other Systems at the EIDR Web site.  Detailed mappings are described for 

the following standards: 

 

International Standard Audiovisual Number (ISAN) 

ISAN is largely targeted toward physical media (e.g., Blu-Ray discs) and is widely used in 

rights management and collection systems.  A complete mapping of an ISAN registration to 

an EIDR registration is possible today. Thus, users of either system are able to operate in 

various domains as needed, using the identifier of their choice for any particular application. 

ISAN and EIDR are continuing to work on best practices, guidelines, and other technical 

documentation to further facilitate the interoperability of the two registries.  

EN 15907 and EN 15744 
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These standards are under the auspices of the European Committee for Standardization 

CEN/TC 372 and filmstandards.org.  Best practices and mappings are available for EN 15907 

and EN 15744 root objects.  EIDR is also working with film archives to extend 

interoperability with these standards to a more granular level of detail. 

EBUCore 

EBUCore is a common core set of descriptive and technical metadata that describe media 

resources (audio, video, audiovisual, still images, subtitling, etc.). 

EBUCore is provided for free use by the European Broadcasting Union. 

A mapping of EBUCore  for base records to EIDR root objects is provided.  EIDR continues 

to work European Broadcasting Union (EBU) to facilitate greater interoperability between 

EBU-sponsored metadata standards and EIDR. Work is also underway to provide standard 

mappings from EIDR metadata to EBUCore metadata and interoperability through Linked 

Open Data. 

 

U.S. Cable  

EIDR is part of the CableLabs Metadata standard for the distribution of video on demand assets.  

EIDR is one of a half dozen program identifiers that can be present in an SCTE-35 segmentation 

descriptor, the standard for digital ad insertion in cable distribution.   

 

Ad-ID 

The advertising Digital Identification LLC (Ad-ID™) advertising asset identifier and metadata is a 

fully compatible Alternate ID within the EIDR structure.  The interoperability of EIDR and Ad-ID has 

been proven out in CableLabs industry testing events as a means of targeting advertisements to 

relevant content assets.   

 

Linked Heritage, European Union 

Linked Heritage is producing a mapping from EIDR to LIDO as part of its charter to coordinate 

standards and technologies to increase the quantity and quality of metadata available to Europeana.  

This in turn will make it possible to expose descriptive metadata for culturally relevant products 

alongside links to purchase them from retailers.  

 

UK Intellectual Property Office 

The recent report Copyright Works: streamlining copyright for the digital age stresses the importance 

of interoperable standard identifiers modern media industries.  It urges decision makers to consider 

DOI-based solutions, and makes note of the EIDR-ISAN interoperability document mentioned above. 

http://www.ipo.gov.uk/dce-report-phase2.pdf
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